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and even less time, if she fulfilled the conditions categorically
named at Calcutta1 and repeated at Nagpur2 in 1920.

Lastly let me correct Sir Sankaran by saying that the case of
the Ali Brothers does not fall within the reference to the arbitration,
but, being included among the fattoa cases, falls in the same cate-
gory as imprisonments in virtue of the recent notifications. It
surprises me to notice that Sir Sankaran imagines that a round
table conference is possible without the presence of the Ali Brothers.
That the Government might not see its way to release such formi-
dable opponents as the Ali Brothers I can well understand, and they
will release them only if Government desires to placate Indian
opinion and substitute the force of public opinion for the force of
arms.

The Bombay Chronicle, 184-1922

M.   THE MALA VITA CONFERENCE
The Conference was both a success and a failure. It was a
success in that it showed an earnest desire on the part of those
who attended to secure a peaceful solution of the present trouble,
and in that it brought under one roof people possessing divergent
views. It was a failure in that, though certain resolutions have
been adopted, the Conference did not leave on my mind the
impression that those who assembled together as a whole realized
the gravity of the real issue- The mind of the Conference seemed
to be centred more on a round table conference than upon assert-
ing the popular right of free speech, free association and free Press
which are more than a round table conference. I had expected
on the part of the Independents to declare their firm attitude
that no matter how much they might differ regarding the method
of non-co-operation, the freedom of the people was a common
heritage and that the assertion of that right was three-fourths of
swaraj; that, therefore, they would defend that right even with civil
disobedience, if need be.
However, as the attention of the Conference could not be
riveted on that point but on a round table conference, the dis-
cussion turned upon the essentials of such a conference.
My own position was clear. I would attend any conference
as an individual, without any conditions. My purpose as a refor-
* la the Congress session held in September
2 In the Congress session held in December